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COMMITTEE REPORTS AND MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS - CONSIDERATION 
The Chairman of Committees (Hon George Cash) in the Chair. 

Joint Standing Committee on the Anti-Corruption Commission - Annual Report 2002-2003 - Fifth Report 
Resumed from 11 September. 

Motion 
Hon DERRICK TOMLINSON:  I move - 

That the report be noted. 

I draw the attention of the House to the fact that this is probably the last annual report of the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Anti-Corruption Commission.  We can anticipate that, when the Anti-Corruption Commission 
ceases to exist with the passage of the Corruption and Crime Commission Bill 2003, the standing committee will 
likewise cease to exist.  The committee was established under the standing orders of the Legislative Assembly.  
One might anticipate that the Legislative Assembly might enact new standing orders for a new committee. 

Question put and passed. 

Draft Forest Management Plan - Statement by Leader of the House 
Resumed from 12 September on the following motion moved by Hon Peter Foss - 

That the statement be noted. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  What a great pleasure it is to speak on the third occasion to address this issue.  As it 
happens, it was not my plan to speak on a third occasion as I had almost reached the conclusion of my comments 
last time.  The one point I have not really addressed in speaking on this issue is perhaps the most important 
aspect of the way in which the old-growth forestry policy has been rolled out, including the matters more directly 
relevant; that is, relating to the forest management plan.  I am talking about the future of the industry and the 
future of the people who are engaged in the industry.  I am enormously optimistic about the future of this 
industry.  We have not come to terms with a number of timber industry issues in this State, largely because there 
has been so much concentration on the roll out of the forest management plan and, consequently, a lot of 
concentration on the native forest industry.  In terms of volume, the native forest industry is already the junior 
partner in the State’s timber industry; that is, junior to the plantation industry.  By the end of this decade, the 
plantation industry will be between eight and 12 times the size of the native forest industry.  That fact has been 
missed in the understandable concentration on the native forest issue.  I know it is an intensely emotional issue; 
however, setting emotions aside, the facts of this State’s timber industry reveal quite a different picture.  They 
reveal an industry in the process of remarkable change, notwithstanding the old-growth policy.  Indeed, that 
process of change had begun decades before.  Those of us who move around the south west or, who, like Hon 
Bill Stretch, live in the south west and know its forest industry intimately, will be aware that the closing down of 
sawmills has been a feature of the south west for decades.  Almost everywhere in the south west we can see 
where sawmills previously operated.  A number of other changes, particularly technological, were coming into 
effect, making changes in the native forest industry inevitable.  I have no doubt at all that the old-growth forest 
policy had the effect of advancing these changes.  That is not a matter for dispute.  When we think about these 
issues and talk about the differences between the way these issues have been addressed and the way they ought 
to have been addressed, let us not lose sight of the fact that the native forest industry is an important part of a 
much larger industry that was rapidly going through a process of change, as it shifted its reliance from the native 
forest sector to the plantation sector.  Let us not be pessimistic about that change.  Looked at globally, we can 
identify some places in the world in which the plantation forest industry will be important in the future.  In 
looking for and identifying those places in which there is a real future for the plantation industry, it can be seen 
that there are only two continents on which that can happen on a large scale; namely, Africa and Australia.  For a 
number of reasons, the expansion of the industry in Africa will be a fairly time and capital consuming process.   
Hon Bill Stretch:  What about the South American continent?   

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I do not think South America has enormous potential.  The only South American country 
that I can think of that has reasonable potential is Argentina -  
Hon Bill Stretch:  What about Chile and Brazil?   
Hon KIM CHANCE:  I do not think either country has that potential.  Chile has areas that range from great 
agricultural wealth to some of the most appalling deserts in the world.  Chile does not have the scale of area, 
given the huge value of its agricultural country, in which plantations might grow.  The same applies to the north 
of Argentina.  Both Chile and Argentina, with relatively modest populations, have the potential capacity but not 
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the area.  A similar situation applies in Brazil, but it is limited because so much of it is already forested.  Some of 
the already cleared areas in the Mato Grosso and through the northern region possibly have some potential.  
Indeed, that would be a very good outcome.  Although Brazil was settled in 1492 or thereabouts - it has existed 
for more than 500 years as a nation - the inland development of Brazil has been very slow.  Its term for outback, 
which I find very difficult to pronounce in Portuguese - perhaps Hon Peter Foss could have helped us - sounds 
something like “ser how”.  Brazilians do not want to go there, so much so that a massive area between Brasilia 
and the Mato Grosso is probably the world’s biggest potential wheatbelt, which still has not been adequately 
opened up for wheat growing.  In many ways it is far superior to the prairies of the United States. 
Hon Bill Stretch:  Chile was reputed to become the biggest softwood producer on the Pacific rim.  
Hon KIM CHANCE:  In many ways, Chile and Israel have shown the way.  Not many years ago, surprisingly, 
Israel had a greater area of bluegum trees than Australia had, although that has changed following huge plantings 
in Western Australia.  If we look around the globe for all the areas in which vast areas can potentially grow trees 
for profit, it boils down to Australia having the vast bulk of the economically realisable area for potential 
plantation establishment.  We have a huge future.  In the southern half of Western Australia alone, given the 
technology we have now - we have a long way to go with the expansion of silvicultural technology for plantation 
- more than three million hectares can still be converted to tree plantations.  There is enormous potential.  
In the north of the State, which has the potential for irrigated forestry and tropical hardwoods, the potential is so 
big that I will not speculate on it.  I recommend that members, particularly local members who represent the 
north of the State, look at some of the work being done at Beagle Bay, such as that by Capricorn Timbers.   
Hon John Fischer:  You have to do something about the road first.   
Hon KIM CHANCE:  One of the advantages of forest development is that it pre-empts the opening up and 
improvement of roads.  I agree, although every time I have driven on that road the grader has just been through 
and I have had quite a good run.  

Hon John Fischer:  They must have known you were coming.  

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Exactly.  There is huge potential for forestry in the north.  Once we can solve issues, such 
as giant termites, and we can establish forestry effectively in the Pindan country of the Kimberley, we will see 
enormous development.   

My general point is that we should stop being retrospective about the timber industry.  It is time we started 
looking forwards and appreciating what a great potential timber industry we have in this State.  It is being driven 
extremely well by the responsible agency in the State, the Forest Products Commission.  Although it is only a 
very small and relatively new agency, it has shown the capacity to show vision and to run with it.  It has 
established a reputation for great skill and integrity.  Without further ado, I ask people to look ahead at the 
timber industry in Western Australia with some optimism and enthusiasm.   

Hon BILL STRETCH:  The minister in his response mentioned oil mallee plantation production in Western 
Australia.  Does the minister have the figures available in his head or elsewhere?  I do not know whether the 
figures include marri and softwood plantings. 

Hon Kim Chance: Does this apply to the three million hectares that I mentioned? 

Hon BILL STRETCH:  The minister mentioned the figure 12 and projected the figures forward.  Will that big 
increase occur mainly as a result of chipwood or sawlog, and does it include mallee and the planting of other 
plantation species?   

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Because the time period to the end of this decade was used, a very large part of that 
multiple of 12 involves chipwood because that is when much of the bluegum comes on stream.  It also includes 
the fact that laminated veneer lumber  production will be pretty much at the peak of its cycle at that time, which 
means a volume of up to 250 000 cubic metres a year, which is in itself bigger than the whole of the State’s 
native forest harvesting program.  The figures do incorporate both types of production, but at the end of this 
decade the largest part of it will happen at the peak of bluegum harvesting, and I think, fairly conservatively, it 
will be of the order of five million tonnes per annum. 

Question put and passed. 

Visit to Croatia - Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 
Resumed from 22 August 2002.   

Motion 
Hon BRUCE DONALDSON:  I move - 
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That the statement be noted.  

This item has taken a long time to get to this point on the Notice Paper.  I was interested in the statement that 
Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich made to this Parliament on her trip to Croatia on 22 July to 9 August 2002.  What made 
me interested was that the trip resulted from a visit to Western Australia by Mr Pankretics, the Croatian Minister 
for Agriculture and Forestry, in May 2002.  Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich was invited to Croatia to look at opportunities 
for initiating trade and exchanging delegations to assess the potential for trade in meat, livestock, aquaculture 
and, of course, our world-famous land administration system.  The parliamentary secretary’s report was 
excellent.  She provided a summary of seven recommendations which cut across all the issues.  I will be 
interested to find out what some of the recommendations have led to. 

During her trip to Croatia the Croatian Government collapsed, resulting in the resignation of the Prime Minister.  
She said that the delegation conducted its meetings against the backdrop of political uncertainty.  It is a credit to 
Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich’s ability that during her visit she delivered a PowerPoint presentation on DOLA 
International in Croatian to 35 senior government officials.  I do not intend to speak any more on this matter, 
because I think the Chamber would be most interested to learn a bit more about this visit from Hon Ljiljanna 
Ravlich and to hear what sort of optimism she has that some of the issues that she discussed during her visit have 
been taken up by government agencies in this State, particularly with regard to the land administration system.  
Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich said in her statement -  

The delegation was advised that the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development had 
allocated $US30 million for this purpose and an additional $US20 million came from other sources.  
However, these figures are yet to be officially verified by the Government.   

I am most interested to hear Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich expand on and explain some of the benefits of the visit and 
whether she thinks there should be a return delegation.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  There has been a bit of pressure on me to move it as a formal motion!   

Hon BRUCE DONALDSON:  There we are!  We in Western Australia are very proud of our ability to assist 
other countries in need.  I know that many members in this place would like to assist in that process.   

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  I thank Hon Bruce Donaldson for his comments.  It is pleasing that Hon Bruce 
Donaldson has read the report.  I believe the report is very important, because it signals a new direction in the 
relationship between Western Australia and Croatia.  I strongly hold the view that one of the strengths of the 
Australian community is the diversity of its people, in particular the cultural diversity.  The migration of people 
from that part of the world started quite a long time ago.  My grandfathers - my mother’s father and my father’s 
father - came to this country in the early 1920s, and it was a fluke that I did not migrate to this country until 1963 
as a five-year-old.  The contribution of people from that part of the world to wine production in the Swan Valley 
and sports has been significant.  First and second generation people with a Croatian background are now also 
increasingly represented in the various professions.  Given that Western Australia has approximately 30 000 
people from that region, they have an important part to play in being ambassadors for Australia by promoting 
Australia to Croatia and being receptive of approaches to Australia from people in Croatia and the Croatian 
Government.   

I visited Croatia at the invitation of the Croatian Minister for Agriculture and Forestry, Mr Bozidar Pankretic, 
who expressed the view on his visit to this State that Croatia was keen to look at the feasibility of establishing a 
livestock trade between Western Australian livestock suppliers and Croatia through a designated port, Ploce, 
which is in the southern part of the Croatian coast near the Bosnia-Herzegovina border.  Historically, that port 
has been used by livestock traders.  Of course the war in parts of Croatia during 1989 and 1990 put a stop to the 
use of that port for that purpose.  Croatia found that much of its stocks were down, as they had been depleted 
during the war period and ports were not operating as they had been operating.  The Government was very keen 
to explore the opportunities for a livestock trade and possibly using the port of Ploce as a holding port for stock 
to be transported to North African countries.  It therefore seemed to me that it was very worthwhile to explore 
Croatia for the Western Australian livestock industry.  Mr Henry Steingiesser, Director of Trade Development at 
the Department of Agriculture, and I accepted the invitation on behalf of the Western Australian Government to 
visit the Republic of Croatia, first, to establish a relationship and, secondly, to examine the feasibilities. 

In view of the fact that we were to visit Croatia, I took it upon myself to add to the agenda the issue of land 
administration.  I did that because, as a migrant from Croatia and now as a member of Parliament, I find many 
inquiries are fielded by my office on how people who have migrated from Croatia can reclaim their land. 

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  In Croatia? 
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Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  In Croatia.  I was also advised at that time by the then Consul General of Croatia 
stationed in Perth that his office is also often approached on land administration issues.  It therefore appeared to 
me that if I was to visit Croatia to examine the livestock trade, I should piggyback the issue of land 
administration and examine that too.  Before I left, I asked the Department of Land Information - then the 
Department of Land Administration - to prepare for me a presentation in Croatian that I could present in Zagreb 
to about 35 to 40 senior government officials and bureaucrats.  The department did that job and provided me 
with additional promotional information on DOLA International and the services it can deliver to a country with 
such problems. 

Mr Besko Trhulj, a senior officer in the Department of Agriculture, is currently on his way back from Croatia 
and will further pursue the project on the livestock trade.  Croatia is in the process of redefining its requirements 
and needs in a feasibility study on the livestock trade.  It has moved from the notion of a massive livestock trade, 
although that is not to suggest that it could not happen down the path.  Its priority at this time is the 
reconstruction of its animal herd, be it cattle or any other livestock.  That is Croatia’s first priority because a 
great deal of its stock was destroyed.  Croatia has looked to Australia for beef exports because it does not have 
mad cow disease.  Croatia does not have that disease either. 

Hon Paddy Embry:  There is very little disease whatsoever in our agriculture. 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  That is right; it is one of Australia’s strengths, and makes it fairly attractive in 
that regard. 

Another aspect worth noting is that most ports in Croatia provide incentives for such projects by way of 
reductions in tariffs, which may therefore make it more commercially viable than it otherwise would be to 
transport livestock over such long distances.  The feasibility study is yet to be conducted.  However, in the past 
month and a half or so there has been a very interesting development.  The Croatian Government has announced 
that it will not buy beef from four of its usual European Union suppliers or Canada because their livestock is 
contaminated with mad cow disease.  Croatia has given priority for the supply of its imported livestock to 
Australia, Argentina and Brazil - in that order.  Negotiations for the livestock trade will continue while feasibility 
for the reconstruction of Croatia’s animal herd is being assessed.  When that is done, negotiations for the bigger 
agenda will commence; that is, the utilisation of Croatia’s port facilities, which are located in a very important 
strategic part of the world, to the advantage of Western Australian livestock suppliers.  The Croatian people and 
the Croatian Government must also derive a benefit from those negotiations.  I am happy with that outcome.   

The problems with land administration in Croatia came as a great surprise to me.  When I met a senior minister 
from the Croatian Government, Mr Nebojsha Koharovic, he said that people from overseas visited Croatia all the 
time and although the ministers have meetings with many people, no-one had yet presented them with a proposal 
to solve the land administration issue.  That is a major problem in the Republic of Croatia.  When I speak about 
the problem of land administration in the Republic of Croatia, I speak of it not only as a problem for Croatia per 
se but for the former Yugoslavia.  We can establish a relationship with the region through Croatia by the 
opportunities that exist in the livestock trade and land administration.  However, there is a greater market: all the 
countries of the former Yugoslavia.  All those countries would have similar problems of restocking their 
livestock herds and putting their land administration systems in order.  Because they were all part of the same 
regime, one can assume that they all would have similar requirements.   

During a dinner one evening, the Australian Ambassador to the Republic of Croatia, Neil Francis, said to me that 
the Australian Government would assess the land administration needs of that part of the world.  He said that he 
understood that Croatia had applied for funding from the International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development to get a project of that type started.  To put it into perspective, it is fair to say that Croatia is keen 
to become a member of the European Union and anticipates that it will do so by 2007.  However, one factor that 
is holding it back is its inefficient land administration system.  It is inefficient because, apart from anything else, 
much of the land - about 50 per cent - cannot be accounted for.  That is due to the high levels of migration over 
time and because the record keeping systems have been a non-event in some circumstances, particularly since 
the Second World War.  Croatia operated under a communist regime after the Second World War and the 
communists had the view that all land, particularly in the rural areas, was deemed to be common land.  As a 
result, the Government did not encourage people to register land parcels etc.  The system failed, particularly after 
the Second World War.   
Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  Was there a question about title to land held by families before the communist regime, 
which is to be resolved through this land title’s system?   
Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  I refer here to the document by the World Bank titled “Project Appraisal 
Document on a Proposed Loan in the Amount of Euro 26 Million (US$25.7 Million Equivalent) to the Republic 
of Croatia for a Real Property Registration and Cadastre Project, August 1, 2002”.  I turn to the honourable 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Friday, 19 September 2003] 

 p11586b-11598a 
Hon Derrick Tomlinson; Hon Kim Chance; Hon Bill Stretch; Hon Bruce Donaldson; Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich; 

Hon Paddy Embry; Hon Ray Halligan; Hon Peter Foss 

 [5] 

member’s question by referring to the document, which, regarding the mismatch of the two system used, being 
the cadastre and land book data, states - 

Many of the problems in land and real estate markets and in inefficient implementation of the property 
laws can be traced to the condition of the registries.  These conditions derive from the unprecedented 
increase in numbers of transactions since privatization started . . . and the related failure to maintain the 
link between the land book and the cadastre system during the communist time, which has resulted in 
significant discrepancies between the official records and the actual state of title on the ground.  Most 
land is now privately owned, but problems related to outdated land registration and cadastre systems 
make ownership rights unclear.  At present, data defining property in the court registry typically differ 
in as many as 50 percent of cases from those in the cadastre offices (range 10 to 90 percent).   

This is a very significant problem added to by the court backlogs.  There are currently more that 300 000 
unresolved land registry cases and other property related disputes.  It comprises a significant proportion of the 
more than one million cases backlogged in the courts.  Members must remember that it is a country with a 
population of only 4.4 million people.  Anyone who complains about the lands administration system in 
Australia really has no idea.  It is a huge problem in Croatia.  The land titles are very small with multiple 
landholders on the titles.  Any family, certainly in rural areas, may have 10 or 15 parcels of land.  There may be 
three to 20 other people who might be part-owners of that land.  The multiple and very small holdings also make 
for an inefficient agriculture sector.  There is no certainty of title, and the court system is backlogged with 
unresolved cases.  It makes for a mess that produces enormous inefficiency in the system.  It is difficult for the 
country to advance.  From an investment point of view, it is a horrific cocktail.  First, if one wanted to invest, 
there is a lack of certainty in the titles.  It is increasingly difficult for foreign investors who want to buy factories 
etc.  Many foreign investors, particularly those from First World countries, may find that the system is too 
difficult to deal with, especially as it is steeped in a legal structure.  They certainly would not want to borrow 
money and spend two years in the court process.  That issue needs to be resolved.  It is an impediment to foreign 
investment and local investment; that is, investment by local people who want to expand whatever business 
interests they might have.  If somebody does not have the certainty of a title over the land on which his house is 
positioned, he cannot go to the bank, as is the case here, and borrow against the asset because he does not have 
anything to prove that he has a legal right to his asset.  That is a very big problem, especially for a country that 
wants to move forward and gain entry to the European Union.  It is certainly recognised as holding back the 
Republic of Croatia.   
I was not aware of the expert advice and service that the Department of Land Information, particularly the 
international division, can provide to assist countries with such problems.  I was very pleased to find that it has 
outstanding services.  Rather than offering to duplicate the Western Australian system, the principle of the 
Department of Land Information International is to provide the expertise necessary to develop a modern land 
administration system that is tailored to the needs of the client.  The senior government officials with whom we 
met were more than impressed with the services offered by DLI International.   
The funding from the World Bank and the Croatian Government for the land administration project totals about 
$A63 million for the first five-year stage.  However, it will take longer than five years for the country to 
reconstruct its land administration systems from scratch.  The Government recognises that it will be a long-term 
project that probably will not be finished for 20 years.  This funding will be the first of four or five such loans 
from the World Bank to assist the Republic of Croatia to deal with its land administration systems and achieve a 
level of efficiency that is commensurate with being a member of the EU.  The land administration system would 
need to meet EU standards.   

Having said that, the project has four components, and the Department of Land Information is particularly 
interested in component D, which is project management, training and monitoring.  That is where its expertise 
lies, and we have told the Croatian Government that.  My understanding is that tenders will be let towards the 
end of this year.  The Department of Land Information is in regular contact with the people who head the project, 
and it will certainly bid for that work.   

It is amazing how one thing leads to another.  I have actually made two trips to Croatia.  The last trip was 
between 25 April and 1 May.  I effectively only had four days in Croatia, and I went there because Mr Ken 
Alexander had been invited back to meet personally with all the people heading up the project, and 
representatives from the World Bank.  We also met their equivalent to the assistant Minister for Justice, Mr 
Vanja Bilic.  The project will be the responsibility of the Justice Department in Croatia.  To say we were well 
received would be an absolute understatement, particularly since we had come back.  It was the first time a 
representative of the Department of Land Information had visited that country.  I had done the first leg of the 
exercise on my own on the previous trip.  Since that time, Mr Ken Alexander has been invited back to deliver a 
paper on satellite mapping to an international conference to be held in Croatia. 
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This is not just about Croatia; it is about getting the Department of Land Information into that part of the world.  
All the countries of the former Yugoslavia will have very similar problems with their land administration 
systems.  I am told that if the Department of Land Information picks up this contract, it will be worth 
$30 million, which can be multiplied by four or five, which is the number of stages.  It will be a substantial 
contract.   

Hon Peter Foss:  Most of the former Iron Curtain countries would have similar problems.  

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  Yes - they would have very similar problems. With the reputation of the 
Department of Land Information for its work with the World Bank, there is no reason it should not be leading the 
charge and offering its services.  It will then gain the respect of the international community for a land 
administration system that is second to none.  

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  We have already done that in Vietnam.  

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  Yes, we have done it in Vietnam, and we have established a very good 
relationship with a number of other countries, including Bangladesh, China and Sri Lanka.  However, we have 
not yet gone to Europe, which is a huge challenge.  Because of the keenness of most European countries to move 
into the European Union, there will be an acceleration of the rate at which they wish to deal with these matters.  
It is almost a driving force to get them at a certain stage of development of their land administration.   

We never know where things will lead.  While I was in Croatia during the four-day trip with Mr Alexander, I 
was approached by a television station that wanted to do a real-life story on a local girl making good.  

Hon Peter Foss:  You are too modest! 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  What can I say.  

Hon Ken Travers:  Make sure Hansard got that - Hon Peter Foss saying you are too modest! 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  I am too modest!  As it turns out, I think I am the first or the second woman born 
in Croatia who has ever been elected to a Parliament in any part of the world.  

Hon Ken Travers:  And we were lucky to have been the recipients.   

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  The Labor Party just happens to be lucky to have me. 

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  It is a pity the Labor Party does not recognise what it has and make you a minister.   

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  Never mind. 

Hon Kim Chance:  In time. 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  It was a 10 or 15-minute interview about meeting this person from afar.  They 
wanted to find out what I had to say, what my life was like in Australia, what it was like growing up here, how 
Croatian people were received in Australia and all this sort of stuff.  The interviewer then got to the purpose of 
my visit.  I explained that the purpose of our visit was basically twofold and that we also had an eye out for other 
opportunities through which we could establish a relationship.  A positive relationship exists between the two 
countries and it needs to be built upon.  Some time later, when I returned to Australia, I was pleasantly surprised 
to receive an e-mail from a Croatian boat builder, Mr Ivan Mirosevic, who lives on the island of Korčula, which 
is one of the many islands off the Croatian coast.  He said that he had seen the show, which had been sent by 
satellite to Canada and other places throughout the world.  He said that he was looking to establish a relationship 
with Western Australia involving aluminium boats, because inter-island ferries were desperately needed.  He 
asked whether there was a way in which Western Australia could assist.  I received other requests.  Split boat 
builders were also looking to establish relationships with Western Australian boat builders, and particularly 
aluminium boat builders, because they want light craft that suit their purposes.  And so it goes on.  We had an 
interest in that.   

During my short time on the Adriatic coast, one other thing that was brought to my attention was the resurgence 
of tourism in the Republic of Croatia.  There has been an influx of tourists to Croatia.  It has been reported that 
already 7.5 million tourists have visited the Republic of Croatia this current tourist season - the population of the 
republic is only 4.4 million - and the season has not yet finished.  That country is probably looking at a tourism 
boom of about 8.5 million or nine million mostly European people.  They are going to that small country.  One 
problem confronting the Republic of Croatia is that it does not have a supply of top quality products.  If top 
quality products are not supplied, a country is less likely to attract - 

Hon Peter Foss:  People’s money.   
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Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  People with money is the best way to put it.  One thing that has evolved is that 
Croatia is looking to Western Australia for the supply, for example, of crayfish, prawns, top-end seafood and 
premium wines.  A Western Australian fisherman went to Croatia recently for the express purpose of looking at 
how we might assist.  

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  In wine or fishing?   

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  It involved fish.  He was looking at prawns specifically.  The opportunities are 
endless.   

The other thing is that a couple of years ago we signed a memorandum of understanding with the Croatian 
Government on sport.   

Hon Peter Foss:  Before you go on, did you get to Vis?   

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  No, I did not get to Vis.  I went only to the island of Brac, because it has an 
aquaculture industry.  The Minister for Agriculture was pretty keen that we make a bit of an assessment of that 
industry to see whether there was some way in which we could assist.  Mr Henry Steingiesser was with me at 
that point.  We were flown to the island of Brac.  The aquaculture industry on that island grows huge tuna.  I 
understand that live tuna are loaded onto Japanese boats that come to the island.  These tuna are probably worth 
$1 300 or $1 400 per unit.  It is a very lucrative industry.  According to Mr Steingiesser it is a world-class 
industry and there was certainly no area in which we could assist.  However, there were other areas in which we 
could assist.  For example, the industry fishes out resource from the Adriatic Sea very quickly and very early in 
the season.  It has canneries etc on some islands but it does not have the quantity of product needed to operate 
the canneries around the clock.  One of our opportunities might be to supply product for these canneries, but 
these options need to be explored.  The fishing industry there is interested in moving to a model of sustainability 
because not having a sustainable fishing industry means that the product it gets from the sea is depleted very 
quickly.  That then becomes a problem in terms of not having enough product for the tourist season.  When a 
country has a tourist season in which the population increases twice over, this is a huge problem.  However, for 
us it signals that there is market opportunity for product.   

During this trip to the Republic of Croatia, I went with Mr Steingiesser to the Croatian Chamber of Commerce 
located in Zagreb where we met with the gentleman who heads the chamber.  Henry Steingiesser said to me, “Do 
you know what we need in Western Australia?  The war is over in Croatia and it is moving towards a market 
economy so the time is right to establish a Western Australian Croatian Chamber of Commerce.”  Mr President, 
if you think I have been very quiet for the past seven to nine months, I can assure you I have not.  I have been 
very active in playing a role in the establishment of the Western Australian Croatian Chamber of Commerce.  
The chamber was launched on 27 June 2003 and I chaired the committee for its establishment.  The key function 
of the chamber is to raise the awareness of the Croatian Government and the Croatian business community of 
Western Australian’s capacity as a supplier of goods, services and technical expertise.  Likewise, the chamber is 
also keen to create an increased awareness of Croatia’s capacity so that a meaningful, two-way trade relationship 
can be developed.  The steering committee approached Emeritus Professor Valentine Pervan, AM, a 
distinguished academic, and Mr Glen Jakovich, who is known to all in the community - a renowned 
sportsperson - to see whether they would be patrons of that chamber, and was very lucky to receive their support.  
The steering committee was also lucky during the seven or eight months that it consistently met, to have the 
expertise of some very able people including Mr Dennis Yagmich, Mr George Grasa, Ms Mira Skender, Mr 
Tony Krsticevic and Mr Neven Smoje, who were each chosen for their skills, such as in the legal and accounting 
areas, that they could bring to the task.  I put on record that each and every one of those steering committee 
members made an outstanding contribution to the project and I am sure that those who have not become a 
member of the inaugural committee will continue to play an active role.   

The steering committee handed over to the elected committee on Monday, 4 August at the office of the 
Consulate General of the Republic of Croatia, Mr Tihomir Telisman, and an election was conducted to vote in 
the inaugural committee members.  I put on record that Mr Brian Rakich was elected chairman and Mr Tihomir 
Telisman and Gorum Jurum were elected vice-chairmen.  The secretary general is Mr George Sekulla and the 
treasurer is Mr Dennis Yagmich.  Committee members are as follows: Tihomir Galic, Bisica Gavranich, Ivan 
Kostrencic, Vladimir Piscetek and Mr Neven Smoje. 

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  I think you had better spell those for Hansard. 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  Yes.  Their commitment has been absolutely overwhelming.  A number of very 
important events are coming up.  For example, in late December there will be the Fiesta International Waterpolo 
and Cultural Festival.  This will combine the thirst for international water polo among Fremantle’s ethnic groups 
with the best clubs from the respective homelands.  The homelands clubs that will be represented are Jadran Split 
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from the Republic of Croatia, Vouliagmeni from Greece and Florence from Italy.  They will play against the 
Fremantle Mariners, and then they will probably end up playing each other.  There will be a cultural festival at 
the same time.  We are hoping that this will become an annual event on the calendar.  In fact, Mr Tom Hoad, 
who may be known to many members, and Mr Gerard Neesham have been working on this project for quite 
some time.  They approached me a while back about the assistance that could be provided to the Jadran Split 
component of the project.  I told them that they would have to give me some time, because I had to establish the 
chamber first.  Once the chamber is established, they will be the driving force of this project. 

This morning I had breakfast with the Consul General of the Republic of Croatia.  We get together every so 
often.  He is going back to Croatia on Sunday.  He is a very active consul general.  He will go back and will once 
again follow up on the key projects.  When I met with him, he advised me that he had received a call from Tom 
Hoad, who said that the Croatian Government is very keen for the Croatian hockey team to visit Perth in 
December.  That is another very important development in the relationship.  

There are other areas of development.  For example, the other day I went to Canning College - I am on the board 
of Canning College - together with the consul general.  We met with senior personnel from the college to talk 
about young people from the Republic of Croatia going to Canning College to study English in short courses, 
particularly given the demand for English-speaking people to assist during the tourist season over there.   

We have come a long way in establishing that relationship.  It is a very positive relationship.  There has always 
been a positive relationship between that part of the world and Western Australia.  I guess that historically we 
were limited in what could be done with it, given that that part of the world was not a market economy.  It really 
has been only since 1991, when it was declared an independent republic, that the Government has moved 
rapidly.  It has always been held up as an example of a socialist economy. 

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  A Tito economy. 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  Yes.  That is probably the best description.  However, the country is now moving 
quickly towards a market economy.   

Hon Peter Foss:  You’re not thinking of going back again now that things have improved? 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  I must tell the House that one thing that really struck me was the number of 
Australian expatriates in Zagreb - young people who had gone over there, fallen in love with the lifestyle and 
married locals.  They are very sought after for their abilities, in the area of commerce in particular.  There were 
people who were known to me - young people from Fremantle working as schoolteachers in private schools and 
Australian journalists.  Expats were well represented in the banking and commercial side of operations in 
Croatia.   

Hon Peter Foss:  Unless the book given to me by the Croatian consul is a gross exaggeration, it looks like a very 
nice place to go to.   

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  It is a very nice place to go to.  I recommend that the member go to the village of 
Kozica.   

Hon Peter Foss:  That is not your birthplace by any chance, is it? 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  It just happens to be. 

Hon Peter Foss:  A pilgrimage might be better.   

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  Seven and a half million people simply cannot be wrong.   

It is comforting to know that the Croatian economy is being built up again.  Obviously it has to move in a new 
direction.  I met the President of the Republic of Croatia, Mr Stjepan Mesić.  On behalf of all Western 
Australians of Croatian descent or those who were born in Croatia, I took him a gift - an Akubra.  Unfortunately, 
I was not in a position to hand it to him directly.  I would love to have done so because I would love to have a 
photograph of the Croatian President wearing an Akubra.  Unfortunately, protocol got the better of me and 
would not allow that to happen.   

I have a very important role to play in not only establishing the relationship, which certainly has been well 
established, but also nurturing that relationship.  All too often members of Parliament go on a trip somewhere, 
which is fine, establish a relationship and are never seen in that place again.  I am very committed to promoting 
Western Australia, Western Australian people and Western Australian products.  My priority, naturally, must be 
Western Australia and Australia generally.  However, I have a very important role almost as an ambassador in 
that regard.  I fully intend to use the skills and advantages I have in order to achieve outcomes in promoting 
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Western Australian industry and expertise in the Republic of Croatia in particular.  If we can promote it further 
afield beyond the Croatian borders, all the better.  However, that is where the focus is at this point.   

The other day I received from the Croatian Ambassador’s office in Canberra a profile of Croatian businesses that 
want to establish trade relationships or partnerships etc.  This has been handed to the Western Australian 
Croatian Chamber of Commerce.  I am sure that people will be exploring opportunities.  They are everywhere.  
All of a sudden people are very interested.  I have had nothing but positive responses, be they from aluminium 
boat builders, people in the fishing industry or the government departments that I have gone to.  They say that it 
may not be on their radar at this point, but it is certainly not to be dismissed.  At the end of the day there is no 
pressure.  The bottom line is that they are the experts and they make the decision on whether something is worth 
exploring.  The livestock proposal has, in my view, some real merit not only in the short term but also in the 
longer term.  Secondly, I think that we have a world-class product in land administration.  As Hon Peter Foss 
rightly said, it is something with which most of the Eastern European bloc would have similar problems.  Unless 
those problems are addressed, they will fundamentally hinder the development of those emerging nations.  They 
are very pressing problems. 

I will mention another point.  I was reading the newspaper the other day and came across an article about Croatia 
emerging as the new Tuscany.  There are signs that is the case.  I would like to move a motion that we send a 
parliamentary committee, but I am not sure that the Clerk would support that proposal. 

Hon Peter Foss:  We should try it; he is not in the House at the moment. 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  We might be able to get away with it!  If members go to that part of the world as 
part of their professional development or study, I would like them to make contact with me and I will point them 
in the right direction to find some key contacts. 

I congratulate the new ambassador-designate to the Republic of Croatia, a former employee of the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade, Ms Anna George.  She is a Fremantle resident.  We have already established a 
relationship with Ms George, who takes up her appointment in November.  Only a fortnight ago Mr Brian 
Rakich, Mr Steingiesser, Mr Alexander and I met with Ms George to brief her on all the projects so that when 
she takes up her post she will be able to promote Western Australia’s aspirations in the Republic of Croatia. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I found the member’s report quite fascinating and most interesting.  It is great to hear 
some good news in this Chamber.  Too often we seem to concentrate on the bad news.  It was one of the most 
pleasurable half hours I have had in my short life in this Chamber.  I congratulate the member on her 
presentation. 

I found of particular interest the question of rebuilding the cattle herd.  Was the member referring to the dairy 
herd as well as the beef herd? 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  That is my understanding, yes. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  It seems to be a wonderful opportunity for Western Australia to export embryos of dairy 
and beef cattle.  Semen from some of our better bulls could also be exported.  However, those products require a 
lot of expertise and facilities to store and handle.  I am interested to learn whether the member knows such 
facilities and expertise are available.  If not, is the export of live cattle possible in order to improve existing 
stock? 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Are you asking me whether I personally support the export?  Yes. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  For this particular cause.  Are there facilities for embryos and that type of technology as 
well?  I do not know whether it is appropriate to ask the member at this time, but I am interested in the answer.   

Hon RAY HALLIGAN:  I commend Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich for not just her presentation but also her work in this 
regard.  I am thinking mainly of the chamber of commerce.  I was fortunate enough to attend that launch.  It was 
very well represented and very well organised.  Many of the people there were well known in Western Australia.  
It has now been formalised and they have all come together under that chamber.  I can see enormous benefits 
being derived through the chamber of commerce by businesses here in Western Australia as well as the republic 
of Croatia.  It is obvious to the people at the launch in particular, that the people from the Republic of Croatia 
have the capacity and the will to be entrepreneurial.  They have shown that here in Australia.  It appears that all 
they require is our assistance in helping them capitalise on opportunities that will help their country become a 
leader in that region.  

Hon PETER FOSS:  I also congratulate the member on what I thought was a very good report and endeavour.  
The multicultural society in Western Australia is a very good society.  The relationship between the various 
cultural groups is very relaxed.  We often forget that one of the benefits of a multicultural society is the ties we 
have with the countries we come from.  We also underestimate the regard in which members of Parliament are 
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held in other parts of the world.  We are used to the Australian habit of knocking people so we do not think 
members of Parliament are all that special, except perhaps our own member of Parliament.  As a group we are 
not highly regarded.  In most parts of the world, members of Parliament are reasonably highly regarded.  In 
former Eastern bloc countries and many Asian countries they are seen as people who give a real indication of 
intentions.  A visit by a member of Parliament is seen as being far more important than a visit by anyone else.  In 
many places it is not possible to do business unless there is a government spearhead, because those countries are 
very used to governments being involved in business.  Without that spearhead, people seeking to do business can 
be viewed as jumped-up entrepreneurs.  The capacity to have some influence is significant for members of 
Parliament, especially members with their own special cultural ties.  

The experience described to us by Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich has confirmed that.  I commend her for both the 
initiative and because she has persisted with it.  I urge her not to give it up now.  Each time she goes back she 
will make more contact and get more credibility with the local people, especially because she will have the 
capacity to deliver.  Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich does not have to take a committee; it is not beyond possibility for her 
to take a parliamentary delegation.  A parliamentary delegation has the capacity to have a significant impact on 
people.  She would be the ideal person to lead a delegation.  A person with her credentials who can speak the 
language would pass on some of that credibility to the people who go with her.  I seriously suggest she consider 
that option.  Other members should consider their capacity to use their backgrounds in a similar way.  Perhaps 
this Chamber is not the best example - not many of us ethnics are in this House.  Hon Ken Travers:  Whom 
would you describe as an ethnic? 

Hon PETER FOSS:  Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich would be seen as a person who has a link to a part of Europe other 
than England, Scotland or Wales.  There are not very many in this House.  There are far more in the other House.  
For some strange reason the Italians seem to have ended up in Parliament.  I do not know why Italians are so 
keen on being in Parliament, but there are many Italian members of Parliament.  However, as Hon Ljiljanna 
Ravlich has pointed out, there are very few Croatian members of Parliament.  That applies all around the world.  
As for my own Portuguese culture, I was told by the Portuguese ambassador that in non-Portuguese speaking 
countries I was only the second member of Parliament and the first minister.  Of course, Brazil has a fairly 
significant number of Portuguese speaking politicians.  Many cultural groups do not go overseas and get into 
Parliament.  The ones who do go overseas and get into Parliament certainly have the capacity to form a link with 
their country of origin in a way that many other people cannot. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Notwithstanding the Portuguese base in Brazil, it is also notable that its Parliament tends to 
be dominated by Italians. 

Hon PETER FOSS:  That is right.  Italians tend to be everywhere. 

Hon Ken Travers:  Italians in Western Australia tend to run local government.  I suspect we could form a 
delegation of Western Australian local government mayors that would outnumber all local government mayors 
in Italy. 

Hon PETER FOSS:  That is probably so.  There could probably be a very good study one of these days - I am 
not sure whether by an anthropologist or a human behaviourist - to find out why so many Italians are in local 
government and Parliament.  They certainly seem to like it for some reason.   

Hon Bill Stretch:  There could be a PhD thesis perhaps. 

Hon PETER FOSS:  I am sure there could be. 

There is no doubt that Croatia is a country that needs assistance in re-establishment.  Croatians need exposure to 
a new way of life.  I think that people do not realise what it is like to have grown up in a country where there 
have not been the freedoms that we take for granted and the democratic institutions known by everybody.  We 
assume that the Parliament will be there; that when there is an election there will be a democratic change; that 
the election will not be rigged; that there will be freedom of the Press.  That is because we have grown up with 
these things.  However, the reality is that most of the world does not have these things.  Many of the people who 
recently obtained them and who are now the bulk of the voting population have grown up without them.  Among 
the things they need is some sort of exposure to how democracy works.  The only real exposure they get, of 
course, is to American television programs, which I would not have thought were the most desirable form of 
exposure to democracy. 
Hon Ken Travers:  Neighbours goes to quite a few countries.  
Hon PETER FOSS:  That is true, but I do not think it has an awful lot of democracy in its content.  I was not 
referring to general culture but to the system of politics and how people behave in politics. 
Hon Bill Stretch interjected. 
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Hon PETER FOSS:  We do but America does not.  It would be important for us to increase those cultural ties 
and not leave people with America being their only contact with democracy.  Australia has a lot to offer because 
of what we have learnt by being in its culture.  We have a very strong society because of Australia’s 
multiculturalism.  One of the best things that we can take overseas, especially to countries that have been rift in 
the same way that the former Yugoslavia has been by cultural differences, is how we manage to get along in a 
multicultural and multireligious society, while we are still capable of doing it.  That would be worth doing.  It is 
not the sort of thing on which one could write a thesis, send it to another country and say that it is how to run a 
multicultural society.  One must increase contact, experience and awareness by straight-out contact.  I certainly 
join with everybody in congratulating Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich on not only what she has reported, which I find 
quite fascinating, but also taking the initiative and persisting with it.  I hope that she continues to do so. 
Hon KIM CHANCE:  Although it was not my intention to speak on this motion, a couple of issues have been 
raised, particularly the question from Hon Paddy Embry, to which I can respond now.  This motion also provides 
me with the opportunity to express my gratitude to Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich not only for her report to the 
Parliament, but also for undertaking the two visits in the first place, the first of which we were delighted to have 
some involvement with, accompanied as Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich was by Henry Steingiesser from the Department 
of Agriculture.  In fact, while Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich was on that trip we actually met each other part way, 
because we were both in Singapore at the same time. 

Hon Peter Foss touched on the point that in many countries business people who are seeking to expand export 
markets gain credibility through their association with government.  That is a very good point.  I, too, have noted 
that in some, if not most, countries - certainly all that I have ever visited - the importance that is placed on the 
implicit government support and the credibility that attaches to a business proposition as a result of the presence 
of a minister is quite overwhelming.  I also find it, for the same reasons that Hon Peter Foss expressed, 
somewhat surprising, given the training and background that we have had.  I have noted in particular that this is 
not confined simply to Asian cultures, in which we would perhaps be less surprised by it.  Scandinavian and 
some of the other northern European countries will virtually not do business without the presence and clear 
implicit support of government.  The Swedes and the Dutch in particular rely on the presence of government at 
least for the first introduction.   

Hon Paddy Embry:  The Middle East as well. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Indeed, although the Middle East is not a place that we can generalise about, because there 
are some wide differences.  In the United Arab Emirates, for example, although it is expected that there be some 
sign of government support, it is a very business-oriented culture.  However, in other Middle East countries, the 
reliance on government to government or government to royalty contact is extremely important, and probably 
nothing will happen if there is not that reliance.  In Dubai, which is where a lot of the business is done in the 
Middle East, the culture is very business oriented, and frequently the presence of some of the important non-
government arms is the major factor.  The Dubai Chamber of Commerce and Industry is hugely important, and 
also the municipality of Dubai has its own importance separate from that of the UAE.  Nonetheless, it is an 
important point, and I am glad Hon Peter Foss raised it.   

Hon Peter Foss:  It is normally the kiss of death here, of course!   

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Yes!  I am not sure how we will be able to explain that to some of our international 
colleagues.  I have not quite come to grips with that.  They still think it is a good thing.  I am sure that is one of 
the little cultural quirks about dealing with Australians that we will have to advise protocol officers in other 
countries about.   

Hon Paddy Embry asked about the degree of support that might be available for the export of live animals for 
breeding purposes.  The Government would unequivocally support that.  That question is frequently raised with 
me, both in Asia and in the Middle East.  The Egyptians are very keen to increase their dairy herd.  We tend to 
discourage people from looking first at the acquisition of friesian heifers from Western Australia.  They have 
been supplied in the past.  They are very popular in the Middle East, as Western Australia has one of the few 
friesian herds in Australia that has no admixture of jersey cattle.  The admixture of jersey bloodlines to the 
Egyptians is the kiss of death.  They will not wear them at all; they want pure friesian. 

Hon Peter Foss:  What is the reason for that? 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  They do not perform well in high temperature environments. 

Hon Peter Foss:  It is a realistic reason. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Quite.  It is not cultural; they just do not perform well and therefore the Egyptians want 
pure friesians.  The difficulty is that although pure friesian heifers are available in Western Australia, they are 
scarce and awfully expensive.  That is why we try to persuade people to be realistic and understand that there are 
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not a lot of them, they will pay a lot of money for them and there are better ways of getting the genetics that they 
are looking for. 

Hon Paddy Embry:  I particularly mentioned embryology.  

Hon KIM CHANCE:  The member did indeed.  I am grateful that he said that, as that is exactly the advice we 
give them.  We ask them to look at the importation of genetic material from our friesian herds - or any other herd 
for that matter, but predominantly this is about friesians - rather than aim towards the importation of live cattle.  
We have exported friesian heifers, particularly to Indonesia, and I have seen those cattle in production 
successfully in central and east Java.  However, we do not have an enormous genetic edge over friesians from 
Holland or New Zealand.  I think we are right up there with them, but I do not believe our genetic edge is 
enormous.  We can provide genetic material that is as good as any in the world and better than most. 

Hon Paddy Embry:  And possibly cheaper than they can.  

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Probably cheaper.  More importantly, we can support that genetic material with very 
highly developed veterinary services.  I have spoken about those services with Leon Giglia.  I forget the 
privatised name of the former Herd Improvement Service of Western Australia that he operates, but Leon Giglia 
and his company have quite wide-ranging experience in providing those services.  We are therefore prepared to 
provide those services. 

Hon Bill Stretch interjected. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I am sorry? 

Hon Peter Foss:  Ponderosa, he said. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  No, that is Lou Giglia.  Leon, of the former Herd Improvement Service of Western 
Australia, is Lou’s nephew.   

Hon Bill Stretch:  You are as good as Sir Ross McLarty; he knew the breeding history of every dog.   

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Ponderosa is the name of one of Western Australia’s great friesian studs owned by Mr 
Lou Giglia. 

Hon Paddy Embry:  He has just retired. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Yes.  Many members will know Lou Giglia as a long-term member of the Royal 
Agricultural Society of Western Australia and a frequent winner of the Governor’s Cup; indeed, he won the 
Governor’s Cup last year.   

Hon Paddy Embry:  What about the beef cattle side of things? 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  It is basically the same story. 

Hon Paddy Embry:  We don’t have a lot of jersey in our beef cattle. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  No, but many of our markets are interested in Bos indicus stock rather than Bos taurus 
stock.  If I were looking for Bos indicus stock, I would probably look at Queensland or the Northern Territory 
rather than Western Australia, as that is simply where the better studs are.  There are some very good Bos taurus 
studs in Western Australia, but they are generally not the favoured cattle in the part of the world with which we 
are doing business.  However, in Croatia, with its gentler climate, it could very well be a highly preferred group 
of breeds.   

Hon Paddy Embry:  Because Croatia is concentrating on it.   

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Yes, indeed. 

The CHAIRMAN:  This is a ministerial statement.   

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I also thank Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich for other things that she has done and has been perhaps 
too modest to mention. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Doesn’t sound like me! 
Hon Peter Foss:  We are all sitting aghast! 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Did I miss something?   

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Hansard does not record irony.  I was not being ironic; I was being entirely sincere and 
genuine about that.  Among the many other things that have happened as a result of Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich’s visit 
has been the increase in the number of contact points the Government has had with Croatian ministers, members 
of Parliament and businessmen.  Also, representatives of the Western Australian Government frequently meet 
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with the Croatian consul, which is always a tremendously pleasant process.  As a result, Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich 
has been able to develop a much stronger relationship between the Croatian community and the Western 
Australian Government.  In large part, she has recreated the relationship between the Government and the 
Australian-Croatian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, which is now a very active organisation and one that 
will bring great benefits to future business dealings with Croatia.   

Croatia is important to us for a number of reasons.  One of the key economic reasons Croatia is so important to 
us is that it is among the group of countries in the second tier for consideration of membership of the European 
Union.  Croatia already has quite favourable trade arrangements with the EU.  When the EU has absorbed the 
task of incorporating Poland - which I assure members will be no small task given that Poland is a huge 
agricultural producer, which will create problems for France and Germany - Croatia will be a leader in the 
second tier of countries that the EU will look to incorporate.  I predict that Croatia will be a fully-fledged 
member of the EU within five to seven years - I cannot be precise about when that will occur.  Therefore, we 
have a window of opportunity to develop a favourable trade relationship with an EU country before it joins the 
EU.  Hopefully, that will give us some better access to the EU.   
In passing, I must say that our trade relationship with the EU remains appalling.  The EU kicked us out of the 
nest in 1963 or thereabouts.  It did not provide for Australia the kind of generous trade relationships or 
concessions that it did for New Zealand.  We were kicked out completely.   
Hon Bruce Donaldson:  That shows up with seafood too.   
Hon KIM CHANCE:  Indeed.  Before going to Croatia, I told Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich that we should find a 
common and shared interest between WA and Croatia in the seafood processing sector because I was aware that 
Croatia has hundreds of years of history in the industry.  Croatia has a highly developed food processing industry 
that could use some of the abundant resources we have in certain areas.  That issue continues to be progressed 
and I think we are making some good progress on it.   

In closing, I thank Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich for what she has done and for the way in which she has reported back 
to Parliament.   

Question put and passed. 

Skeleton Weed Eradication Program Review - Statement by Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
Resumed from 10 September 2002.  

Motion 
Hon BRUCE DONALDSON:  I move - 

That the statement be noted. 

Hon BRUCE DONALDSON:  I was concerned about whether I was asked to move a motion to go on a trip to 
Croatia - I got excited!  It was an excellent afternoon, which I appreciated. 

Hon Norman Moore:  When is your trip?   

Hon BRUCE DONALDSON:  We could have a discussion on that later, but I must get back to the subject 
matter.  The entire skeleton weed issue has been a long saga, but the review panel report was released on 9 
September of last year - just over 12 months ago - and the minister then stated where the matter was headed.  

Progress reported and leave granted to sit again. 
 


